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FOR MOTORISTS, BY MOTORISTS 

AAPlakbay introduces òDrive Tourismó 
by Eddie M. Nuque, AAPlakbay President  

I still remember the sweet 
scent of suman (rice cake) 
dipped in batirol (hot choco) 
melting in my mouth. And the 
ladies in their healthy post-50 
years dancing to strings of 
kundiman music offering me a 
swig of the coconut alcohol, 
lambanog, in the traditional 
Tagalog welcome of visitors.  It 
was the Tagala Heritage Tour 
( s p o n s o r e d  b y  I s u z u 
Philippines) through the towns 
of Laguna and Quezon past 
colonial churches, ancestral 
houses and local culinary 
delights.  

   
In my long experience in 

tourism, the tour would have 
been just another packaged 
experience if not for one 
difference: we drove to the 
attractions using our own cars 
and fuel, but aided with how-to-
get-there junction directions. 
While we had stuck to a convoy, 
each car was free to explore 
provided that it arrived at the 
sites at the assigned time. 

Compared to a seat-in-coach 
tour, where your group joins 
other groups in a coach or van, 
driving on our own gave my 
companions a little more space, 
without losing the excitement of 
a larger group when we 
converged at the attractions. 
Not the least, using our own car 
and fuel meant booking this tour 
at a lower price. Welcome to 
Drive Tourism, an innovative 
tour program of the Automobile 
Association Philippines (AAP).  
 
A to B and in -between   

AAP feels the time is ripe to 
venture into tourism with 
motorists and their families in 
mind. In 2008, the national auto 
club created AAPlakbay, Inc. in 
partnership with Lakbay, Inc. to 
launch its drive tourism program 
called ñjustGO! Drive 
Philippinesò or simply justGO!, 
which you can visit at 
www.justgo.ph.  

 
A first in the country, the 

program targets car owners, led 
by AAP members, by 
developing travel planners 
and joint drive tours. But 
instead of driving from point 
A to B, the justGO! Travel 
Planner arranges the 
attractions into thematic 
itineraries or routes to give 
motorists more focused and 
value-for-money trips. For 
example, did you know 
there is an impressive 
Span ish -e ra  co lon ia l 
watchtower in Luna, La 
Union that sits by the 
pebble beach or, nearby, 
an imposing centuries-old 
acacia tree that  served 
as  the resting and meeting 
place for Katipuneros? I will 
not go to La Union for these 
sites alone; but if I am 
going to surf there, I can 
drop by and check these 
sites for added travel 
experience. Likewise, 

instead of driving for 11 hours 
straight from Manila to 
Pagudpud, you can break your 
trip into  several  legs to enjoy 
the natural  heritage and 
historical sites in Ilocos Sur and 
La Union.  

 
Northwestern Luzon   

Last June, we developed a 
justGO! Travel Planner (check 
www.justgo.ph) with the 
Department of Tourism Region 
One. Regional Director Martin 
Valera liked the idea of creating 
itineraries from Manila and 
Baguioðwe call it radial 
mappingðto the interesting 
sites in the Ilocos region or the 
northwestern area of Luzon. For 
easy driving, we grouped the 
attractions along a common 
road grid, and arranged them 
into three themes: heritage, 
adventure and beach breaks.  

  
Each theme has suggested 

itineraries and, given our 
predilection for weekend 
holidays, we threw in the 
number of days (one, two, three 
and more days) in  which to 
follow the itineraries. You can 
check the justGO! Tourism 
Highway-Northwestern Luzon 
T r a v e l  P l a n n e r  a t 

www.justgo.ph.  Furthermore, 
download the how-to-get-there 
junction directions to find your 
way to the attractions.  

 
Isuzu Family Day   

The justGO! travel planners 
develop the how-to-get-there 
junction directions and GPS files 
to help motorists locate the 
interesting sites. However, we 
also organize scheduled drive 
tours, whereby families and 
friends are invited to bring their 
car and join our tour. The 
obvious benefit of joining a 
scheduled drive tour is the 
guarantee that the sites are 
open (imagine driving for hours 
to check an attraction only to 
find the gate is closed because 
the caretaker has taken a 
holiday). Whatôs more, the joint 
drive tour guarantees that 
special menus are prepared 
which otherwise the restaurant 
owner would not sell on any 
given day. Take the justGO! 
Isuzu Family Day Tour.  

   
Currently, we have two Isuzu 

Family Day Tours: the Tagala 
Heritage and a kayaking 
weekend clinic in Ternate, 
Cavite. I joined the first Tagala 

A traditional welcome in Quezon for visitors is the 
�³�W�D�J�D�\�´��[toast]. The Gala Ancestral House 
demonstrates this ritual in our drive tours.  

The first batch of tourists of the Isuzu 
Family Day Tagala Heritage Tour. Visit 
www.justgo.ph on how to book this 
tour.  
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