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Isuzu supports first AAPlakbay drive tour to Ilocos 
 

 
The St. Augustine Church in Paoay, Ilocos Norte is one of the three UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites in Ilocos. 

 
 

Imagine your tourism money making a difference.  Drum up micro-enterprises. Sustain 
heritage sites.  Keep up a centuries-old cultural tradition. All these while having fun with the 
family. Individually, your spending seems a trickle in a bucket. But collectively, we can make a 
difference.  
 

A bunch of city dwellers got a taste of drive tourism last April 9 when ñjustGO! Drive 
Philippines,ñ the road trip travel program of AAPlakbay, went to Ilocos along Luzonôs 
northwestern route. The drive tour was in association with Isuzu Philippines and the Department 
of Tourism Region 1. 
 

The caravan passed by myriad attractions across the northwestern Luzon tourism 
highway route, highlighted by visits at the World Heritage Sites in Paoay and Vigan, plus a 
beach break on the powdery white sand of Pagudpud, dubbed the Boracay of the north.   
 
Helping is fun 

Participants who joined the tour helped support the pebble souvenir makers and 
fishermenôs children in Luna, La Union; local vendors in Burgos and garlic/onion/Iloko suka 
sellers in Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte; the cucheros or calesa drivers in Vigan; and locally run 
restaurants. Likewise, participants witnessed the traditional pottery-making or ñpagburnayanò in 
Vigan, where local potters demonstrated how Ilocanos create masterful pottery using the same 
method being practiced since the Spanish era.  The access and guide fees inclusive in the tour 
also helped sustain the maintenance of many heritage sites that we visited. 
  

Participants also saw the Ilocos regionôs other interesting sites, such as the Spanish-era 
Cape Bojeador lighthouse and watch tower in Luna, the gigantic windmills in Bangui and the 
alien-looking landscape in Kapurpurawan or White Rock formation in Burgos. Guests spent the 
night in Fort Ilocandia, the regonôs premiere hotel and made infamous by the grand wedding of 
then presidential daughter, Irene Marcos. 



 
Point A to B and more in-between 

AAPlakbayôs travel program, ñjustGO! Drive Philippines,ò aims to change the Filipinosô 
habit of driving straight to their destination during out-of-town trips.  Instead of heading straight 
from point A to B, ñjustGO! Drive Philippinesò tours allow participants to enjoy the numerous 
attractions along the route that tourists usually pass by. In La Union alone, the drive tour visited 
not one or two, but six ñhiddenò sites. It was literally a leisure drive that brought touristsô money 
to many areas that are otherwise bypassed by traditional tours.  
 

Amid a series of catastrophes that visited Ilocos, not the least the El Nino effect today, 
tourism plays out its true spirit. When relief goods have done their part and volunteers are 
stretched to their limit both physically and emotionally, the local economy must be kept 
humming to rebuild peopleôs lives. Mutli-million aid aside, tourists can also do their part by 
visiting Ilocos or another local destination, spend their money there and have a fulfilling trip. 
Maybe Disneyland or Bangkok can wait until next year. Maybe itôs nice to spend your tourism 
money in the Philippines this summer. Tourism money is a sustainable economic catalyst, and 
many of the tourist spots are magnets for small entrepreneurs.  
 

Indeed, you can make a difference while enjoying a fulfilling holiday. 
 

AAPlakbay is ready to organize another Ilocos drive tour any time that the minimum 
number of participants is met. If you are interested in experiencing  this tour, we recommend 
that you book on April 30ðMay 2, in time for the ñViva Vigan!ò festival. 
 

For more details on this tour or justGO! Drive Philippines, visit 
www.justgo.ph/ilocosdrivetour, or call 631-1892 and email editor@justgo.ph. You can also try 
other drive tours like a one-day drive around Laguna and Batangas or a day tour of kayak 
activity at Taal Volcano or Ternate, Cavite. 

 

 
The Kapurpurawan Rock Formation, formed by the force of the wind and waves, is a 
natural wonder of white limestone rock glistening under the sun. 
 

http://www.justgo.ph/ilocosdrivetour
mailto:editor@justgo.ph


 
Aside from its white sand beach, Pagudpud is a popular site for wind and wave surfing. 
 

 
Participants pose for a picture at the first ñwind farmò in the Philippines that is 
considered to be one of the biggest in Southeast Asia. 

 



 
Riding a ñkalesaò is popular among tourists who want to explore the historical town of 
Vigan the old fashioned way. 
 

 
The windmills in Bangui, Ilocos Norte towering 50 meters high face the South China sea 
from where the wind comes. 



 
 

 
Built in 1892, the Cape Bojeador Lighthouse still functions serving ships plying towards 
the Pacific Coast and Babuyan Channel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Roadside assistance when you need it most 
 

With state-of-the-art tow trucks, AAPLINGKOD assisted over 400 distressed motorists 
during the Lenten Season. 

 
At the North Luzon Expressway (NLEX) and Subic-Clark-Tarlac Expressway (SCTEX), 

AAPLINGKOD provided free towing services to class 1 vehicles. Six tow trucks and three back-
up trucks were deployed in strategic areas as part of the NLEX Motorists Assistance Program 
spearheaded by the Manila North Tollways Corporation (MNTC) and Tollways Management 
Corporation (TMC).  

 
Along the Skyway and ground level expressway from Magallanes to Alabang, 

AAPLINGKOD tow trucks were strategically stationed at toll way sections for faster deployment.. 
 
AAPLINGKOD is the exclusive Emergency Roadside Service (ERS) provider at the 

NLEX, SCTEX and the Skyway and ground level expressway from Magallanes to Alabang. To 
request for assistance, call 7230808. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



79
th

 Annual General Membership Meeting 
 

The 79th AAP Annual General Membership Meeting will be held on April 29, 2010, 
Thursday, at the Ang Bahay ng Alumni, Ramon Magsaysay Ave., University of the Philippines 
Diliman, Quezon City. Registration starts at 2:00 p.m.  
 
 
 

Motor Sports Calendar (April-May) 
 
April  
10-11 2nd leg National Karting 
 (Batangas Racing Circuit or BRC) 
17 4th leg Drag  

(BRC) 
18 3rd leg Slalom  

(Robinsonôs Pampanga) 
25 2nd leg Autocross 
 (TBA) 
 
May 
1-2 3rd leg National Karting 

(Cebu) 
16 4th leg KF2 / KF3 Series 
 (Clark International Speedway) 
22 5th leg Drag 
 (BRC) 
 
Schedule is subject to change without prior notice. For race inquiries, call Mark Desales at 723 
0808. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Post Script to the LTOôs RFID 
by RENE S. SANTIAGO 
 

The Supreme Court has issued a status quo ante order temporarily blocking the Land 
Transportation Office (LTO) from requiring motorists to buy a Radio Frequency Identification 
(RFID) tag to register their vehicles. Last month, the Automobile Association Philippines, on 
behalf of its members and all private motorists in general, filed a petition with the Supreme 
Court to permanently prohibit the implementation of the RFID project. As an AAP member, I 
would like to present my concerns and suggestions regarding the LTOôs RFID project. 
 
GAMBLING ON THE UNKNOWN. The RFID is an experiment with very little precedence in 
other countries in the application of the system for vehicle registration and identification. The 
Philippines would therefore encounter a number of early-mover problems for which the LTO has 
not prepared. It has not designed nor planned a system that will integrate the RFID tag into the 
registration process.  

The state of Texas, USA, has an automated vehicle registration and certificate of title 
system that came earlier than the adoption of RFID tags. And yet, it has not made RFID a 
mandatory prerequisite for registration renewal.  

The city of New Delhi wanted to equip óó. . . vehicles . . .with RFID tags which emit 
unique signals that can be read by readers installed at traffic signals or traffic checkpoints. . 
.(and transmit) data regarding the ownership, registration date and location of the vehicle . . . to 
the Control Centre.ò Less of a gambler than LTO, the Delhi police would pilot the system first 
with public transport. 

 Perhaps, the only example (so far) that LTO could have learned from is the tiny island of 
Bermuda. In 2007, Bermuda announced plans to automate vehicle registration, compliance, and 
enforcement with an island-wide deployment of EVR (electronic vehicle registration). Its vehicle 
population is about 50,000 (compared to 5.9 million vehicles in the Philippines). The EVR 
system is made up of RFID tags, antennas, readers and a database system. As part of the 
system, Bermuda will set up a nationwide network of fixed reader points. Contrast this with 
LTOôs apparent lack of preparation and claims open to question. 

 
SUSCEPTIBLE TO SHIELDING. The main justification of LTO is that RFID will prevent 
carnapping, or colorum buses and jeepneys. That may happen ï only if thieves and violators do 
not shield the RFID tag and the police are equipped with readers. Any wireless device, like 
RFID is susceptible to shielding by creating a ñFaraday cageò or by covering it with aluminium 
foil. Therefore, if the vehicleôs RFID does not appear in the sensorôs radar screen, it does not 
exist. Surely, an organized crime group can exploit this vulnerability.  
 
CHILLING POSSIBILITY. Another claim of LTO is that it wonôt intrude into the privacy of vehicle 
owners. This, again, is open to question. 

In 2004-2005, the Federal Trade Commission of the USA conducted a workshop to 
review RFIDôs impact on privacy. On 22 July 2006, Reuters reported that two hackers, Newitz 
and Westhues at a conference in New York City showed that they could clone the RFID signal 
from a human implanted RFID chip, proving that the chip is not hack-proof as was previously 
claimed. \ 

During the UN World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) in November 2005, the 
founder of the free software movement, Richard Stallman, protested the use of RFID security 
cards. When he found out that their ID cards had RFIDs, he covered his card with aluminium 
foil.  



Perhaps the most chilling possibility about this technology is described in Katherine 
Albrecht's book, ñSpyChips: How Major Corporations and Government Plan to Track Your Every 
Move with RFID.ò She sketched "a world of no privacy. . . where every purchase is monitored 
and recorded in a database and every belonging is numbered. Where someone many States 
away or perhaps in another country has a record of everything you have ever bought. What's 
more, they can be tracked and monitored remotely." 

 
NO GLOBAL STANDARD. Since this system will entail the use of radio frequency, it must 
require permission from the National Telecommunications Commission (NTC). Has the LTO 
secured the approval of the NTC?  
 

Corollary to the frequency allocation is the RFID standard (there is as yet no global 
standard) that the LTOïproposed system would use. The LTO may end up with a proprietary 
standard that is not compatible with other systems. For example, those used in the USA are 
incompatible with those used in Japan or Europe. It is probably incompatible also with a 2005 
proposal from a well-known electronics company to incorporate RFID in a Philippines national 
ID system (again, another government project that is either dead, in hibernation, or in 
resurrection).  

 
CROSS YOUR FINGERS. RFID is a technology that has become widespread in warehousing 
and logistics. Wal-Mart is the biggest and early user. If the Court changes course again, RFID 
may again find resurrection. For Philippine motorists, the hope is that an enlightened LTO shall: 
 

 Pilot-test a working system first with public transport so that the data problem between 
the LTO and the Land Transportation Franchise and Regulatory Board is resolved. This 
can then be used to detect out-of-line buses and jeepneys, and enable coordinated 
scheduling to reduce congestion and GHG emissions in urban areas. 

 Demonstrate a fully functioning system (ala Bermuda) in one LTO branch for vehicle 
registration, where vehicle owners can drive through and renew their registration 
paperless, linked to automated emission testing - without stencilling, and without 
disembarking. All this in less than 10 minutes per transaction. 
 

When the above has been proven to work, then the RFID can be ramped up nationwide as 
part of an automated registration system. The plate number can then be dispensed with, and 
the number of LTO branches and employees reduced by 50 percent. 

 
 

(Editorôs Note: The author, aside from being a member of AAP, is a former member of the 
Philippine Computer Society and an internationally recognized consultant on 
transportation) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AAP launches new website design and features 
 

Starting April 1, 2010, all motoring enthusiasts can now access Automobile Association 
Philippinesô (AAP) newly improved website by visiting www.aap.org.ph. AAPôs online portal had 
a makeover to provide more convenient, trouble-free and faster browsing. 

 
With just a click of a button, web surfers can access the listing of AAPôs products and 

services, the Road Safety website, AAPlakbayôs online motoring and trip planner and the 
Philippine Global Road Safety Partnership website. 

 
Another innovative feature of the AAP website is the online application for AAP 

membership and Philippine Driving Permit (PIDP). Interested parties may renew or apply for 
AAP membership or PIDP in the comfort of their home. The AAP membership card will be 
mailed to new members or maybe be picked-up at the nearest AAP offices. 

 
PIDP applicants can avoid the long lines in the AAP main office by applying online. 

However, the PIDP is for pick-up only since the applicant or representative must present original 
copies of the required documents. Online PIDP applicants will be given priority when they pick 
up the PIDP. Online applicants can also inquire online about the status of their application. 
Guidelines on how to apply online and the requirements are posted in the AAP website. For 
online application assistance, call the AAP Hotline 723 0808 or email info@aap.org.ph. 

 
AAP members can also check in the AAP website the discounts and privileges that they 

can avail from AAPôs partner establishments such as auto parts and accessories, auto repair 
shops, food and dining, hotels and resorts, and more. Motor sport enthusiasts can access the 
schedule of races as well as motor sports news and other upcoming events. 

 
AAPôs publications including the bi-monthly Drive newsletter and supplement in the 

Philippine Daily Inquirer are also available online as well as motoring tips and other pertinent 
articles from the Federation Internationale de lôAutomobile (FIA). 

 
For those interested to be part of the growing AAP family, regularly check the Career 

Opportunities section and assess the chance to land a job in the countryôs premier national auto 
club.  

 
If you have any question that is not answered in the AAP website, you can inquire online 

by clicking the Contact Us. AAP will answer your query at the soonest possible time.  
 
Visit www.aap.org.ph now and be updated on the latest AAP news, announcements, 

events and promotions. 
 

http://www.aap.org.ph/
mailto:info@aap.org.ph
http://www.aap.org.ph/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AAP San Fernando, Pampanga Satellite Office celebrates 
first year anniversary 
 

The AAP San Fernando, Pampanga Satellite Office celebrated its first year anniversary 
with a bang on April 15, 2010 at its office in Unit 11 Northwalk Land 2, Jose Abad Santos 
Avenue, San Fernando City. 
  

The one-day celebration featured a mini-exhibit, information desks about AAPôs 
services, a free responsible driving seminar, and free glass etching for incumbent and newly 
registered members. Exciting freebies were given away. 

 
The AAP San Fernando, Pampanga Satellite Office anniversary celebration was 

sponsored by Federal Phoenix Assurance Inc., the official insurance provider of AAP, Canon 
Philippines and Motech; participating car clubs include Darkside Autoclub, Mitsulancerph 
Pampanga Crew, Pampanga Oldschooler and Team Advancement Pampanga. Contact AAP 
San Fernando, Pampanga at (045) 436 1816. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AAP addresses drunk driving problem 
 

News reports on tragic road crashes resulting from drunk driving continuously fills the 
newspapers, TV, radio and the Internet. The loss of lives and limbs caused by increasing 
incidents of driving under the influence of liquor and narcotics (DUI) has prompted the 
Automobile Association Philippines (AAP) to launch a vigorous campaign against DUI.  

 
Recently, five people were seriously injured when the car they were riding rammed a 

tree in Quezon City.  According to police reports, the driver and passengers were all drunk. In 
another accident, two people were killed after a wayward car hit a taxi cab. The police suspects 
that the driver of the car, who also died in the accident, was drunk and lost control of his vehicle. 

 
ñThe time to act is now. We should not wait for the number of DUI-related road crashes 

to go sky-high before we give this matter serious attention," AAP Vice President Johnny 
Angeles says. 
 
Facts and figures 

The Metro Manila Accident Reporting and Analysis System (MMARAS) of the Metro 
Manila Development Authority reported that only 11 people were injured in separate incidents of 
road crashes resulting from DUI in 2009. On a nationwide scale, reports from the Philippine 
National Police Highway Patrol Group (PNP-HPG) revealed that alcohol-related accidents 
increased by 6.2 percent from 692 in 2008 to 735 in 2009. 

 
At one of AAPôs road safety conferences, Dr. Ricardo Sigua of the University of the 

Philippines National Center for Transportation Studies (UP-NCTS) said it is possible that there 
is an under-reporting of accidents in the country. According to Sigua, data collection is one of 
the key areas towards improving road safety. Information on where and when crashes occurred, 
characteristics of victims and events that led to the crash is needed to properly address road 
safety issues such as DUI.  

 
The World Health Organization reported road accidents as the second leading cause of 

death among individuals aged five to 29 worldwide. About 40 percent of road accidents are DUI-
related.  
 
Blood alcohol content 

The blood alcohol concentration (BAC) level or the concentration of alcohol in the blood 
of an individual can be distinguished by blood or urine tests. The alcohol a person drinks can be 
detected in his/ her breath because it is absorbed from the mouth, throat, stomach and 
intestines into the bloodstream; the blood goes through the lungs where some of the alcohol 
moves across the membrane of the lungôs air sacs or alveoli into the air.  

 
At another AAP road safety seminar, Dr. Orlando Ocampo of the University of the 

Philippines-Philippine General Hospital (UP-PGH) Trauma Center explained that as the BAC in 
a driverôs body increases from zero, the risk of being involved in a car crash starts to rise 
significantly at a blood alcohol concentration of 0.04 grams per deciliter of blood (g/dl). 

  
Many people believe that a few drinks will do them no harm, but research proves them 

wrong. A study in the United States indicates a driver with a BAC level of .08, which equates to 
three to five bottles of beer, is at least 11 times more likely to be killed in a car crash than a 
sober driver.  



 
The BAC limit for drivers varies all over the world. Australia has a 0.05 percent BAC 

limit, 0.08 percent in Canada and New Zealand. In Japan and Saudi Arabia, it is 0.00 percent 
which means that drivers who take even a sip of an alcoholic drink are already considered 
legally impaired.  

 
In the state of Washington, a driver with a BAC of 0.08 percent or above is considered 

intoxicated while in California, the BAC limits are; 0.08 percent or higher for drivers 21 years old 
and above, 0.01 percent or higher for drivers below 21 years old, and 0.04 percent or higher for 
drivers of commercial vehicles. The result of the BAC test determines if a driver is DUI and not 
how they look or act. In the Philippines, there is no prescribed BAC limit for drivers, thus our 
traffic enforcers do not know how to prove whether a motorist is really DUI or not.  
 
 ñWe, at the AAP, have been lobbying for the issuance of the implementing rules and 
regulations (IRR) relating to Republic Act 4136 [The Land Transportation and Traffic Code], 
Article V Sec. 53 on Driving Under the Influence of liquor or narcotic drugs. Without the IRR, 
there is no legal basis for pronouncing whether a person is under the influence or not,ò said 
Angeles. 

 
On August 2008, the Department of Transportation and Communications issued a 

revised schedule of the Land Transportation Officeôs fines and penalties. The fine for DUI of 
liquor leaped from P2,000 to P5,000 together with suspension of driverôs license for the first 
offense; DUI of drugs from P2,000 to P10,000 plus automatic revocation of license. 

 
AAP takes action 

As part of its campaign against DUI, AAP donated two digital alcohol breath analyzers to 
the University of the Philippines-Philippine General Hospital (UP-PGH) during one of AAPôs 
road safety conferences in 2008. AAP plans to donate many more digital alcohol breath 
analyzers to traffic districts in Metro Manila and the PNP-HPG. 

 
In a recent meeting with PNP-HPG Director PCSupt. Orlando Mabutas, AAP donated 

one digital alcohol breath analyzer to the PNP-HPG, the "Guardian of the Highways." Aside 
from crime prevention, the PNP-HPGôs mission includes traffic control and safety of highways 
and major thoroughfares, vehicles, people and goods. 

 
The digital alcohol breath analyzers AAP gave to UP-PGH and PNP-HPG have a 

mouthpiece or breath pipe into which a person blows. After a few seconds, the result is 
displayed. Compared to blood or urine tests, using the digital alcohol breath analyzer is more 
practical in roadside situations. 

 
By donating digital alcohol breath analyzers, AAP hopes to speed up the establishment 

of the IRR that will penalize drunk drivers. AAP believes that the absence of a stricter policy and 
standard BAC limit makes it difficult for law enforcers to fully implement the existing road and 
traffic regulations. 
 
 
 



 
AAP Vice President Johnny Angeles (leftmost), together with AAP Director Gen. Angel 
Kanapi (third), donated a digital alcohol breath analyzer to PNP-HPG Director PCSupt. 
Orlando Mabutas (second) and PNP-HPG Chief Directorial Staff Col. Apolinar Felipe 
(rightmost). 
 

 

 
Three units of the digital breath alcohol detector of this  

kind were donated by AAP two to UP-PGH and the other to PNP-HPG. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


